Lenten Midweek 2 - Thy kingdom come.
Matthew 6:10; 26:29

What does this mean? The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may come to us also.
How does God’s kingdom come? God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity.

This phrase “the kingdom of God” is perhaps one of the most common Christian expression used in prayers, sermons, and various literatures. Jesus himself talks about it quite often. But we need to remember that there are different aspects to God’s kingdom. Theologically, there are 3 categories: kingdom of power, kingdom of grace, and kingdom of glory. In the 2nd petition of the Lord’s Prayer we pray for the kingdom of grace (and implicitly, we also pray for the kingdom of glory to come). The kingdom of power is already here from the very beginning, it is exercised over the entire creation, but to us sinners it terrifies us. Knowing the power and majesty of God does not give us any comfort, much less any faith and salvation. So then we need to know and understand these other “kingdoms” of God. 
“What is the kingdom of God?” Luther answers in the LC: “Simply what we learned in the Creed, namely, that God sent his Son, Christ our Lord, into the world to redeem and deliver us from the power of the devil and to bring us to himself and rule us as a king of righteousness, life, and salvation against sin, death, and an evil conscience” (LC III, 51). Luther probably had Colossians 1:13–14 in mind: “He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”
Luther continues, “God’s kingdom comes to us in two ways: first, it comes here, in time, through the Word and faith, and secondly, in eternity, it comes through the final revelation. Now, we pray for both of these, that it may come to those who are not yet in it, and that it may come by daily growth here and in eternal life hereafter to those who have attained it” (LC III, 53). This petition has been called the mission prayer. To spread the gospel was Jesus’ constant concern as he urges us, “therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest (Mt 9:38).”
A German pastor, executed by the Nazis at age 39, said, “The church that does not exist for others is no church at all.” That may seem a bit strong, but this is what we are called to do as the body of Christ and as individual members of it. The church and its members love one another and she loves her enemies as well. This is not an “either-or” situation, as though we have to pick one or emphasize the one at the expense of the other. Both in-reach and out-reach are important because ALL people need to hear God’s word, all people, whether they are already believing or whether they have never heard yet, need to hear the Law and the Gospel. 
What is at stake is not just the here and now, but of the future glory to come. It is the promise as we heard last week at the last supper, “I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom” (Mt 26:29). Likewise, Jesus said to Pilate, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world” (Jn 18:36). And then at the cross, one of those crucified with Jesus prays to him, though we usually don’t read this as a prayer, it is one nonetheless. He asks, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus responded, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise” (Lk23:42–43). The kingdom of God has come when that king sits on the throne, crowned, and received his kingdom. The throne is the cross, it is death, but his kingdom is the domain, the reign, the power to save sinners from death. In a paradoxical way, his throne of the cross gives life to all. This is what we are praying too in this petition, that the kingdom would come into our lives through Gospel of the forgiveness of sins, and that we be taken into paradise to be with him.
Thus St Paul urges us with these words in Colossians, “Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth” (Col3:2). He even declares, “Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith” (Phil3:8–9). He then directs us to join with others who follow his example and reminds us that “our citizenship is in heaven” (Phil3:20).
How does this affect our daily lives? For one thing, it delivers us from worry and anxiety. In his sermon on the mount, Jesus admonishes, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?” He concludes the section with, “…your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 34 “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble” (Mt6:25, 32–34). We are to seek, to search for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, but very quickly down a few verses, he will tell us, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you” (Mt7:7). 
So therefore we have this boldness, this confidence to pray for the kingdom and the rest of the Lord’s Prayer, first, because this is taught by Jesus himself the very words we are to say; second, God does hear and answer our prayer; and third, its contents is what God desires to give to all people. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]
