Acts 4:1–12
Other Lessons: Psalm 23; 1 John 3:16–24; John 10:11–18

As some of you may know, I have 2 older brothers and the interesting thing about them is that their voices and the way they talk are very similar. One time a friend of my first brother called him on the phone, but it was my second brother who answered the phone. The funny thing was that this friend did not know the existence of my second brother. So when this friend asked to talk to my first brother, my other brother answered saying that he was not home. The friend did not believe him and thought my brother was joking with him. It was after a while that this friend finally realized that he has actually been talking with someone he did not know. He recognized the voice but it was a different person. In the end, both of them had to conclude that neither of them knew the person on that phone. 
No doubt, knowing the person and talking to the right person is very important. And here in the Gospel, Jesus says, "I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me.(Jn10:14)" What does it mean to know Jesus? Is it just like the casual kind of knowledge between friends and family, or it is something more, something deeper than knowledge? But the more important question is whether you know Jesus or not? 
When we look at the Jews and the Pharisees in the gospels, we may easily conclude that they did not know Jesus. Well, in one way, they did know him, but only according to the external senses. They were able to recognize his heritage, they knew about his family, they knew about Mary and Joseph, and they knew that he was a carpenter just like his father, and that is all. But when Jesus performs miracles and teaching the Gospel, the forgiveness of sins, these Jews and Pharisees then say that they do not know where he comes from. They would even claim that Jesus worked by the power of Beelzebub, which of course is completely absurd that Satan would destroy his own kingdom through this Jesus. And even after the resurrection, these Jews and Pharisees still do not know Jesus. As we saw in our first reading today, the Pharisees were not denying the miracle from chapter 3 of Acts, of the healing of the man born lame, begging at the temple gate. They all acknowledge that this was a miracle, they have the man before their very eyes, but they still questioned Peter and John by what power and by what name this miracle was achieved. They do not know Jesus because he did not conform to their idea of God and how God should work. 
But are we any better? Today we evaluate and try to know Jesus based on our man-made ideas too. The two biggest ones these days are either rationalism or emotionalism, or both together. The first one is trying to figure out Jesus or God with rationalistic thinking, trying to explain everything in a rational way, trying to bring God to a level that we can examine, analyze, and understand. But if God is someone that we can complete rationalize and understand, does not cease being God, a being that is far superior and greater than all our brains combined together? Ultimately, we just don’t like having someone or something above our heads, we want a God that we can contain in our heads.
On the other hand, we think we can know God through our emotions, through our feelings. It is as if God comes to us through our feelings, and we know him and are confirmed by what or how we feel. But what if happens if you don’t feel it? What happens when you are not in a joyous or happy mood, what happens when you are in pain, either physical or mental or both, surely you don’t feel God in those moments, does that mean God is not there? No, God is not there because God is not in your feelings, God is not in your emotions, that is not where he has promised to be, you will not find him there, that is not where you will know Jesus.
What then does it mean to know God, how do we know him? To know God is to know the word of God, and I am not talking about that abstract concept of Jesus being the Word, but the concrete word that has been spoken through Moses, through all the prophets, and through the apostles. That is the word through which we know God. God has not revealed himself through our intellects and through our rational thinking and research, nor has he revealed himself in our emotions and feelings. You will find some kind of "god" in them, a kind of God that will fit your liking, but you will not find the triune God of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in those things. But God has indeed given his word so that you may know him with confidence.
But what is it that we need to know about God? Is it enough to just know that he created heaven and earth? Is it just historical facts and knowledge that we need to know? Really, the ultimate question here is whether this Jesus knows you or not, AND whether you know that answer or not. It's like saying that I know Bill Gates, as many of you here do. It is not hard to find all the interesting facts about him, but such knowledge will give you no benefit. You can go to his house but you will not enter, you will not receive anything because he does not know you. Likewise with this good shepherd, will he also know you, that is the more important question to know. Will you be one of those on the last day, standing outside the door knocking, but only have the master of the house say to you, "I do not know you, depart from me"? This will be the most dreadful word you will ever hear in your life.
Well then, do you know if he will know you on the last day? But we don’t need to go all the way to the end of time, for we need to know the answer today. Do you know that he died on the cross in your place? Do you know that when he asked the father to forgive the sins of those nailing him to the cross, he was also pleading for your forgiveness also? for it was your sins that put him there, but he does it willingly for you, do you know that? Do you know that he has risen from the dead, that he has conquered sin and death, that he is victorious over all evil, and that he has come back from the dead not with revenge upon us, but as he said to the disciples on that Easter morning, he also says to us today, "Peace be with you"? Do you know that because of his resurrection, he also will give us life and will raise us up on the last day? And do you know that all these gifts are packaged into baptism, so that through the washing of the word, he washes and forgives all our sins, he unites with us, and he also places his name upon us? Do you know that in your baptism, he has claimed you as his own? And what is more, do you also know that in his holy meal, you are partaking of his body and blood, that you are receiving him unto eternal life? In this meal, do you know that he is making a covenant with you, an everlasting one that requires nothing on your part and yet he fulfills all requirement?
My answer to all of the above is: "I believe," that is, I know all these to be true even though I cannot prove it to you with reason or science, nor can I feel it. Nevertheless I know it is true because God has said it, he has made a promise and he cannot change it. This is what it means when we say "I believe", it is to NOT rely on ourselves, but only on the word and promises of God. My feelings and mind can waver and change, but the word of God remains forever. This is what it means when we say "I believe", it is to believe that we are already claimed by Christ, that we belong to him, we are already in his fold, no one can do otherwise, and thus we also claim him as our own and receive these gifts from him. 
Therefore we know God because God has first known us by having given us his word. It is through his word that calls us to faith, to believe and receive all his gifts. And so we would do well to remember and hold fast to his word, for it is only in here that you find and know God and nowhere else.
