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The celebration of the Day of Reformation sometimes gives us a sense of pride as Lutherans, especially last year when we celebrated the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. Indeed, in some ways I am proud to be a Lutheran (though not TOO proud, of course), but not because I am a follower of Luther or that I belong to a church body called the Lutheran Church, but I can be proud because the word of God is clearly and freely proclaimed and preached and received among us. And this is a great blessing to us all, that we don’t need popes or church councils or human philosophies or reason or intellect or traditions, but FREELY believe that we have in this sacred writing for our eternal salvation in Christ. All these were well emphasized last year when all the churches proclaimed faith alone, grace alone, scripture alone, and Christ alone (as the banners on the church fences continue to proclaim!). 
However, during our district convention last week, the guest speaker Dr. Zieroth remarked how little, if at all, the doctrine of vocation was mentioned last year. This doctrine of vocation, of our calling is just as important as the “solas” because the calling is an extension of the gospel. And so during the 3-day convention, for one hour each day, Dr. Zieroth talked to us about “vocation”, focusing on our calling in the Church, in the family, and in society. But don’t worry, I do not intend to spend 3 hours here doing the same thing, but I do want to focus on our primary call as Christians. Our calling in the family and in society comes first from our calling in and through the Church. 
Today we remember the Reformation and its importance and significance and blessings, not only historical, but above all, the spiritual side of things. It’s very interesting to see how different it is this year compared to the last. There was much excitement and attention and perhaps even appreciation for the Lutheran church and the Reformation the entire year leading up to October of last year. But this year it’s back to normal, as though the Reformation has no meaning outside its designated day of celebration. Of course, if you ask most churches, they will say that they do believe in justification by grace through faith and the “solas”, but how is it that it is not consistently preached and practiced, inside and outside the church? Perhaps, I dare say, it is because people don’t remember their vocation, their calling from God. To be clear, people still talk about their “calling” (usually referring their “jobs” and most especially referring to their church-related work). But none of these matter when one forgets the chief and primary call, from which all these other “callings” and “vocations” come and derived from.
It comes from these words of Peter in his first letter: “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who CALLED you out of darkness into his marvellous light.” This is where we get the distinct Lutheran teaching of the “priesthood of all believers”, which interestingly many affirm but not many understand its implication. It is one of those re-discoveries of the Reformation along with “justification/faith/grace”, but what does it really mean? What does it mean for us, for each one of you, to be a priest for the king?
It is first a question of identity rather than function. Yes, we can describe what a priest does, the tasks, functions, duties, etc, but even in the OT, those functions are always an outflow or extension of an identity or status, in relation to God the king. In the OT, they did sacrifices, they prayed, they led services and taught the law of God, but all these things were established because they were the people of God by grace through faith. They were slaves but became the people of God. They lived in despair but now God is their hope. They were plagued by sin and evil, but they were promised the messiah who would die for their sins. They had nothing but now they inherit the promised land. This is an identity, a status, a condition, a state of being that come from God’s grace and mercy. 
But today we often forget who we are in the world. We let other things define who we are and thus we live by them. It is very easy to be influenced by the world and the cultures these days as they constantly bombard us with their values and their way of virtue. These things appeal to our sinful flesh so that we are made to think that it is natural to think like the rest of the world. Life becomes worthless if it is “useless” and so we despise and mistreat those who do not “benefit” us. The value of life is then determined by one’s function and usefulness. Sexuality becomes a tool to satisfy our fleshly desires. Marriage is no longer honored but is seen as an old institution with little value. And this becomes a slippery slope that leads to all sorts of self gratification, with the self as the center of all things. The world does it, why shouldn’t we? And we are ridiculed or even persecuted for having a different view. 
And yet we are not called to live as monks and nuns cloistered somewhere far away, sheltered from the rest of the world. Rather Peter calls us back to the word and reminds us all that we are NOT these things anymore. The word of God renews us and calls us back once again to the gospel, the forgiveness of sins, repentance and faith, and a live of love for the neighbor. First we need to remember who we are. 
We are people called out of darkness into the marvellous light of Christ. This is what the word “church” means in the original Greek: “ecclesia”, that is “called out”. The church is a gathering of people who are called out from the world, from the darkness into the light. We are now people of the light because the light of the world, Jesus has come and has shone upon us. The darkness in which we lived, the darkness that we did are no more because he enveloped himself in darkness, literally and spiritually speaking. When Jesus hung on the cross, there was darkness over all the land according to Matthew (possibly a solar eclipse), but when he died, that’s true spiritual darkness. For a moment it was as though death has prevailed, that even God cannot withstand death, even though he is the author of all life. Yet, for that little while, for those 3 days, he did it for us. He suffered and died in our place for our sins. He takes and suffers the darkness of the world and our sins and of the devil in our place. But in his resurrection, his most glorious light shines forth, a life that cannot be extinguished again, a life that is now ours through faith. 
This is who we are. We are people called to live in the gospel of Jesus Christ, that is to say, we live in the death and the resurrection of Jesus Christ, through daily repentance of our sins and faith in the forgiveness of sins. The one who calls us is able to uphold and protect us, even in the midst of all the attacks of the world, the devil, and even our own sinful flesh. It is not running away or hiding from these things that protects us from corruption of the soul and heart and mind, but it is to be in the light, to be in Christ, in his word, because he is the one who can protect and guard and keep us. 
And we are priests, too, who now continually offer ourselves as living sacrifices, not for the atonement for our sins, but as sacrifices of thanksgiving. This is the true nature of the doctrine of vocation or our callings in life. It is not the functions or the works, but it’s all about who we are so that it extends to all parts of our lives. So it’s not as though God has designated each person to a particular vocation or calling in this life, as though we need to figure out what God wants us to be and then act accordingly, or as though only those works done in and for the church are the true priestly works. Rather, everything flows from that one calling in Christ, to be Christian, to live in the light and from that light, to be a light in this world. So the question is no longer “what I need to be?” or “what ministry can I do?”, but how can I use my gifts to be a Christian to my neighbor, that’s the calling, the vocation. 
Wherever you are, whatever stations in life you are, whether a student, a teacher, a worker, a parent, a child, that’s where God has called you to be a Christian to those around you. How do you use that position and the gifts that has given you to serve and proclaim the good news? That’s the question. How do you show your thankfulness to God in your daily lives? How do you show a life of repentance and faith? The answer will be different for each of us, BUT the one who gives the calling is the same, and he will never fail you. He who calls you is with you to help and accomplish all things. 
We live in the world and yet are not of the world. It is a paradox. There is a delicate balance to maintain. And this can only be done when we remember who we are. Today we remember the Reformation. It is true, I am called a “Lutheran” by the confession of my faith, but above all, I am called a “Christian” by God, I am called by God through the good news of Jesus Christ. And we all share in this calling, we all share in this proclamation through our lives. 
