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What’s truly important in your life? Or using the word that people like to use these days is “what’s essential in our lives?” It has been declared that “Easter bunnies” and “Tooth Fairies” and other “magical beings” are “essential service workers”. Perhaps this may help some children cope with our current situation and also as a little humor in this tense and depressing time. I guess the bunny is there to make chocolate eggs, which are indeed essential, no one can argue with that! But besides chocolate, how would you describe what’s of first importance in life? It would probably be something that supports life at the most basic level. It is something that we need to live and something that we must go back to again and again. And in a more abstract sense, it could also be something that gives hope, something that provides a reason to live and go on living. So, what’s of first importance in your life?
Paul answers that question in our epistle reading today. Most important is Jesus. Jesus died, was buried, and rose again. Nothing else comes close! Certainly, family, work, job, food, good health, citizenship, and many other things are also important. But of first importance is Jesus, particularly his resurrection from the dead. Indeed, this letter to the Corinthians Paul tries to answer many questions and issues in that particular church, but regarding the resurrection of Jesus, he says it is of first importance. He concludes the letter with this final topic because everything else for the Christian life and for the Christian church is founded in this one thing: the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ for our sins. 
Jesus is the foundation for all life. He is the basis of what we do and who we are. Easter is the heart and core of what the Church believes. For two thousand years, the message that has been handed down and proclaimed is “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!” Why do we keep coming back week after week? What holds the Church together? What keeps us together? Not a building. Not a pastor. Not money. Jesus, the one who died and rose again for our salvation, is what brings us back. We can’t live without him.
Of course, all our hopes are tied up in him. When you stand in front of a casket, when you touch that lifeless body of a loved one, when you stare at that gravestone of a dear friend, your hope is to be together again, to be able to see and be reunited in eternal life. Because Jesus himself died and conquered death, we, too, will live again, eternally, with those who have died in Jesus.
And Jesus gives us purpose in life too, a reason to live. It’s not just one day after another without any purpose or goal. No, each day we are truly alive because we have that new life that Jesus gives us. Each day with our resurrected Jesus we become more and more alive.
Jesus is of first importance. His resurrection from the dead is the most important event in all history. Nothing else compares to this. He makes family, work, citizenship, and the rest of our lives important, significant, alive, purposeful. Yet none is as important as Jesus himself. Jesus Christ, dead on the cross and risen from the dead now and forever, is of first importance. 
Except once you walk out of the Easter service, once the service is over, that sense of importance seems to fade. Life takes over and Jesus sort of fades into the somewhere in the background. Too many days we barely think about him, let alone have him as most important. What happens to our Easter celebration? What happens that makes it seem of so little importance?
Our culture, the world we live in, doesn’t help much. Every year we seem to get some book, movie, or magazine article that tears down what we believe. One year we have some television program that claims they found Jesus’ family tomb with Jesus’ ossuary (bone box). Newsweek and Time usually have long articles on whether Jesus rose from the dead. And this year, the whole world is concentrated on dealing with covid-19 and no doubt skeptics will use this opportunity to scoff at Christianity, much like how the Jews scoffed at Jesus: “he trusts in God, let God save him!” And it also does not help when certain Christians and churches claim that the virus does not affect those who “truly” believe in Jesus. The world will only turn to “science” and make it as their “god". What the Church has proclaimed for two thousand years gets attacked, challenged, or just plain ignored. His resurrection is turned into something of little importance.
And for us who come back again and again, us who do come back week after week aren’t always focused on Jesus either. We have our own distractions, even during the service. Sin is always close at hand, and the devil does not stop tempting, and even if he cannot come into the church, we have our own weak flesh to detract us from listening to the word of God. And especially now, when this is recorded and replayed on a screen, it’s so easy to be distracted (probably because subconsciously we think it’s not really live, that we are not really “there”). 
And beyond this we still have the pandemic to deal with. So many deaths, so many anxieties, fear, troubled hearts, unemployment, you know the rest. The numbers are appalling. Each day is a day of hurt and sorrow and distress. But nothing really has changed when it comes to death and the grave. That stark reality can bring the doubts hidden deep within to the surface, and Jesus seems of so little importance when the tears and the ache inside are so real.
But most days for most of us are nothing special. Most days are just another day to live, being careful with the social distancing. And what happens when this pandemic is over? Yes, the way of life will probably change to some degree, but what about religion, faith, and Jesus? Perhaps we will be back to our busy lives that we don’t have much time for Jesus. Perhaps we will continue to struggle with family troubles, financial problems, or some other issues. Perhaps the days bring nothing new, just the same old, same old stuff. So little purpose for life. So little importance for Jesus. Is the day after Easter, or the week after we celebrated Jesus’ resurrection, a life in Christ, with Christ, and for Christ, a significant life for the self and the neighbor? Or is it just another day? If it is, how do we get back to Jesus of first importance?
The apostle Paul says the resurrection is of first importance, and then lists those who were eyewitnesses of Jesus’ resurrection the first time. Peter, the apostles, five hundred people at one time, James, and then Paul. No question about it, for these eyewitnesses, Jesus’ resurrection was of first importance. The day they saw Jesus was a life changing event. And every day lived in the power and presence of Jesus was a day of purpose and hope, a day to stand on the firm foundation of Jesus Christ, a day to come back again and again to the heart and core of who they had become and what they would do with their lives. But what about us? We can’t see the risen Lord with our own eyes. No first-time excitement for us. Most of us have been through Easter many, many times. How does Jesus become of first importance when tomorrow or the next day seems like just another day?
We do what Paul did. And Peter, the disciples, and the five hundred who saw Jesus. They lived ten, twenty, thirty years or more after Jesus appeared to them. They didn’t live just on the memory of Jesus appearing to them, but by coming back again and again to speak and listen to what was of first importance, to meet the risen Jesus in a new and special way, and to encourage one another.
It’s interesting that no one pays attention to the supposedly tomb of Jesus anymore. People will continue to write silly articles trying to debunk Christianity. People may, after this crisis, trust in science more. But the Church will do what it has always done. We will stand together and say the creeds. We will say over and over again that what is most important is “I believe . . . in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. . . . The third day He rose again from the dead”. We will baptize children in the name of this risen Jesus. We will proclaim Jesus in our sermons. We will continue to celebrate his resurrection every Sunday, because after all, each Sunday divine service is an Easter celebration. 
But even more, we come back again and again because here we meet Jesus, risen from the dead in a most special way. When you come up and place that little wafer in your hand, when you sip that tiny bit of wine, you are in the presence and the power of Jesus, alive and working in our lives, reaching down to the very heart and core of who we are and what we do. Yes, it is most unfortunate that for the time being, we are not able to commune, but Christ is risen and is with us, even if we are not gathered in a church building together. We have this joy that is always alive, always there in the heart and in our mind and our soul.
I suppose Easter bunnies are kind of important in brining chocolates to the children, but we have one who is not only immune to this virus, but who actually conquered death forever. This we can teach boldly to our children. Christ is our life. This is of first importance. This living Christ carries us and empowers us to live. Tomorrow or any other day is no longer just another day, but it is life with Christ. We can rejoice and live in hope with purpose because Jesus has died and rose again and lives for us. 
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