1 Corinthians 1:18–31
Other Lessons: Exodus 20:1–17; Psalm 19; John 2:13–22 (23–25)

Should the Christian boast? The word "boasting" or any related forms are relatively common in the bible. Generally it is used in a negative context, as a warning against boasting in oneself or anything else in this world. Yet on the other hand, as we have here in today's epistle reading, Paul does say to all of us to boast, but only in the lord, which is actually a reference to Jeremiah 9:23-24, which says, "Thus says the LORD: 'Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, 24 but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the LORD.'” 
Should we boast then? Yes, we should, all the time. So do we boast? Yes, we do, all the time, but not in the lord. We boast, we like to boast in all the things in us or from us. Paul describes those of his time this way, the Jews demand signs and the Greeks seek wisdom. The Jews boasts in their laws handed down from Moses, in their keeping of those law, and ultimately in their own righteousness that comes from this law. And so they demand signs, they want special revelations from God, they want to see God face to face in all of his glory. And they think they can have it because they themselves are as holy as God. What folly this is! To boast in one's deeds, in one's own righteousness, and to think that one can earn or merit and deserve anything from God by themselves is nothing but death. He by his own deeds has cut himself off from God, from his free gifts, from his grace and mercy, like a nursing infant who refuses to be fed by his mother and thinks that he himself can prepare a 5 course meal and feed his whole family. Can we boast in our righteousness?
What about the Greeks? They seek wisdom, which is worse, for they do not even acknowledge God or even know him. But by their wisdom they presume to think that they can unlock all the mysteries of the world. And this is not limited to the Greeks but it's found in all people who would try to understand the world by their wisdom and philosophies. Now I am not saying that wisdom is wrong or it's sinful, but we must acknowledge that it is a gift of God. If it wasn’t for the wisdom of scientists, we would not have all the wonderful technologies that we have today, and if it wasn’t for the wisdom of many various people like doctors, teachers, governments, and the like, our society would collapse very quickly. But no thanks are given to the giver of these wisdom, no praise is rendered to the one who works all these good things together in our lives. Instead people today claim that it all came from nothing, but that somehow through our achievements, we have build up and attained this great wisdom. Indeed, we have it and yet we do not know where it comes from. This is foolishness.
But today we boast in a slightly different way, for we are living somewhere in the middle between the Jews and the Greeks. Certainly we don’t boast in our righteousness for we know that we are a 100% sinner through and through. Neither do we boast in our wisdom for we believe in God and that he is the creator, sustainer, and giver of all things in this world. But there is still one thing inside of us besides our self-righteousness or wisdom, something far worse than any of these. It is sin and we still boast in it. Certainly we do not boast about our sins outwardly as some great achievements, but neither do we feel shameful or guilty about it. We sin, and usually they are the small or hidden sins that only we ourselves know, but we feel nothing about it, we forget about it and we repeat. Even our first parents Adam and Eve know better by hiding themselves in the bush, but us, we wear it on our heads, we hang it around our necks, and it's in our mouths as we curse, blaspheme. We sin as though God is hiding in the bush and we are free to do whatever we want as though the forgiveness of sins is license for sinning. We hear the commandments that are found in the Old Testament reading today but we think nothing of it, not for our lives and not for our neighbors and most certainly not for our spiritual lives. Thus says the lord, "You shall have no other gods, but you shall love the lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength." But we don’t care about this, we don’t read the bible, some of us don’t even come to church, and even when we do, we come late, nobody is late for a doctor's appointment, nobody is late for court, nobody is late even for a movie, and yet we come late for church. We have bible studies here but only a handful of you come, and even if you come, you don’t pay attention, you are ready to fly to the door. As Luther says, "do you think you can finish learning in an hour what God cannot finish teaching?" You do not love God. 
And God continues with the commandments: "You shall obey your parents and other authorities, you shall not murder, commit adultery, steal, bear false witness, covet, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself." What more can we say? We love our neighbors as we feel like it. We do not think about them, and I am not talking about the stranger that you may meet on the street somewhere, I am only talking about those in our family and those in the family of God, but even so, how often do we think of them, pray for them, talk to them? Are those who are now sitting around you, are they strangers who just happen to be sitting in the same building, or are they your brothers and sisters, your family? You do not love them as yourselves. 
Today, this is how we boast. We boast with a sinful life as though sin is nothing more than a concept, a dead one that doesn’t actually affect us. It may make us feel guilty and uncomfortable at times, but that's about it. We carry on with our lives of sin and secretly boasting as though we have conquered it, as though it is nothing, ignoring all the warnings and admonishing of repentance. No, sin kills. Sin kills your faith, it kills your life, and that will be the end of you.
Shall we or can we boast then? We can and we must, we have to! But only in the lord our God, in his Christ, in his cross, in his blood, in his death, and in his resurrection. It is foolishness to the Jews, the Greeks, and even to us, but that is the wisdom of God to save, to rescue us from our way of death. In this cross of Jesus there is no glory as the Jews demand, there is no special revelation of some higher spiritual truths. There is only one obvious thing on this cross, a sinner dying because of the curse and consequence of sin. In his cross too, there is no wisdom as the Greeks and philosophers seek, there is no special unlocking of the mystery of the laws of the universe. In this cross there is only an end, the upholding of the law of God, the justice of God, the punishment of sins, the death of a mortal being. And in this cross there is no more escape of sin, no more indifference of sin. For there on this cross God dies for the ungodly. Your sins, all your sins are there under the nails, dying with Christ. His death was not for his own sins, but ours. The justice of God and his punishment was not poured upon us, but on his own son. From this cross the forgiveness of sins is freely available to us, therefore learn repentance, learn to forego yourself, anything that is in you. Whether it's your self-righteousness, your own glory, or wisdom, strength, power, and even your sins, put them all on the cross and let them all be crucified with Christ, let them all die with him that you may live. 
This is what it means to boast in the lord, this is our live after all as Christians, as people living under grace, a life of boasting in the cross of Jesus. It is to have nothing except Jesus and his cross, to own nothing except the forgiveness of sins, with everything that we have on him as he bears the cross for us. In this, it is also a boasting in the forgiveness of sins, in God's grace and mercy, not as freedom to sin all the more, but freedom to return to the cross as often as we need, and as soon as we need. And finally, it is also to boast in the sacraments, for the gifts of the cross are delivered here and nowhere else.
Indeed, we will not conquer our sins, we will not stop sinning, but we do learn to smell them and run to the cross for safety and strength. Therefore my dear brothers and sisters in Christ, let this boasting be your life, let this cross of Jesus set before you at all times, that sin may not paralyze your souls and minds, which leads to death. But in Christ and his cross, live in the forgiveness of sins, for that is life eternal. 
