Luke 2:1-20
Christmas Eve Sermon 

When you think about it, Christmas is filled with very simple and ordinary things. There are shepherds taking care of their flocks, an inn that’s full (which is actually more of a guestroom of a relative rather than what we would think of a motel), concerned parents, visitors, and of course, a baby. All pretty much normal stuff. But when God decided to enter human history through the incarnation, he used all of these ordinary things in extraordinary ways, so remarkable, in fact, that the first people confronted with the news of the Savior’s birth “were filled with great fear.” And who can blame them? But their fears were overcome by the Good News of Christ’s birth. “Fear Not," the angels proclaimed, "for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people” (v 10). So great was the transformation this news generated, that the formerly fearful shepherds now found themselves saying, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened” (v 15). Yes, let’s go with them and see what happened!
As we begin our journey there, we first need to recognize just how far this story goes back and what is the root of it. It is a story rooted in fear. It is striking that before the angel delivers the Good News, he calms the hearts of those who heard it. It's always the same pattern in the bible, whenever an angel appears before men, the first word out of their mouths is always some variation of "do not be afraid".
Why fear? Where does this fear come from? Fear of the divine is the reaction of the natural human state. And it has its source in the fall of Adam and Eve into sin. After they sinned in Eden, God came looking for them and asked Adam: “Where are you?” Adam’s well-known reply: “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself”. This is the first time fear entered the world. Adam feared God because he was terrified God would see him as he really was: sinful, naked, and afraid.
This is the state of every person conceived and born into this world: separated from God because of sin. And just like Adam and Eve, we try to avoid God. We hide from him and hope he won’t find us. But God seeks us out. He did so with Adam and Eve. And the word he has for them is twofold—judgment and promise. Judgment: the deceiver is cast onto his belly; Eve hears that childbirth will be painful; Adam hears that he will toil and sweat all the days of his life, and finally, he will return to dust.
It seems to me that they all have good reasons to fear God, given this hard word. And yet, embedded in the midst of these words of the Law, there is a word of promise that points to this Christmas Day. For God also says to the snake: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel”. In these words, God gives the first promise of the coming Messiah, one who saves, Jesus. To put it another way, God says, “Fear not.” Fear not, because, although you have sinned, I have a plan to save you from your sins and death.
How does God do this for us? You know the answer; it’s the reason we join together today. For this Christmas Day we once again celebrate the fact that God sent his Son to become one of us, to be the Savior of the entire human race. That birth in Bethlehem, that life was given for Adam and Eve, for you and for me. 
The mystery and awe and wonder of Christmas is not only in the incarnation, that God became flesh, but that he would do this for us, to be born under the law to redeem those under the law, to be born as a man to save mankind. In this sense, Christmas is intensely personal. While we completely affirm the universal significance of Christ’s incarnation, he is the Savior of all people, yet each of us also has the opportunity to rejoice that God’s salvation comes personally to me because Christ came for me.
It is amazing to consider the full impact of this. God sends his Son into the flesh. He chooses the only way possible for us to be saved. For our sinful rebellion has left us spiritually dead, meaning we cannot save ourselves. And so God’s Son does it. He comes into this world to offer up the perfect sacrifice for all human sin. He will offer up himself. This is the whole purpose of Christmas. This is the whole point of Jesus coming into the world. The manger was his starting point and from that, he goes on a journey to the finish line. The life and ministry of Jesus was a road from a manger to a cross. And knowing this, Jesus still was determined to follow that path to its end. Why? Because Jesus’ purpose was to restore all people to God, to return us to the Lord our God. And having gone to Jerusalem, having paid for sin on the cross once for all, he rose from the dead on the third day, restoring us to God. That is reason to celebrate!
On the cross, Jesus earned salvation for the whole world. To Joseph, the angel said, “You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins”. To the shepherds, the angel announced, “A great joy will come to all the people: the Savior, who is Christ the Lord, was born for you today in David’s town.” This message of the unconditional love of God is God’s word of promise to you today. Do you struggle with self-acceptance? Do you ever feel left out? Do you fear that nobody accepts you? Then the words of the angels are for you this night: Fear not! God has come to receive you as his own. Do you struggle with sin? Are you mourning the death of a loved one? Is death terrifying, does it make you feel helpless? Then hear this: Fear not! God has come to save you from sin and death and even that serpent who lies and deceives you. The birth of Christ is for you. There is hope. There is joy because Jesus has come.
And he continues to make provision for you to receive forgiveness of sins and all his promises. Through his Means of Grace: the preaching of his word every week, the waters of Holy Baptism that covers and cleanses you forever, the forgiving word of Absolution, and the feast that we celebrate in the body and blood of Christ, one that we will enjoy fully in his eternal kingdom. God gives you his life-giving and sustaining gifts, which have their roots in the incarnation of Jesus, which we celebrate today. While on this side of eternity, we continue to anticipate the fullness of the presence of Christ. But heaven’s door is open!
So fear not! He sent his Son into our world and won salvation for it. He sent and continues to send messengers to proclaim the marvelous news of salvation in Christ: “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger”. So let us go see this once again. Let us go see this wonder, this love, this salvation that is ours. And let us once again join our voices to those of the “multitude of the heavenly host” by praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

